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Be the Bearer of Hope, Joy and Mercy  

from your President 

 
The last 2 years have just flown by! It’s been a 

privilege to represent the LDCCW at many events 

during this time.  I have to thank my friends from 

Eau Claire, Mary Jo, Cathy and Michaela, who either 

chauffeured me or rode along with me to some of the meetings and 

assemblies.  My parish Deacon, Bob Hansen, and Pastor Father Bosco also 

offered me rides to or from La Crosse.  Thanks to my fellow Board members 

who offered suggestions and took initiative for many things in planning the 

up-coming Convention in Wausau.  And, of course, thank you Father Wolf 

for being our Spiritual Advisor for this president’s term.  God is good; life is 

good; people are basically wonderful! 

Be the Bearer of Hope, Joy and Mercy.  I chose this slogan after hearing a 

speaker at an NCCW Convention talk about what we as Catholic women can 

do for our faith, and for others.  He wanted us to show the hope and joy 

that is in our beings as Women of Faith.  Being the bearer of this hope and 

joy is what this president has strived for since being invited by a friend to a 

Lutheran Christmas event years ago.  I looked at so many smiling faces 

(sometimes lacking in my own parish) and knew then that I needed to do 

more, and to be more for my own Church.  On my way to Eau Claire 

every day, I am reminded that "Hope and Joy" are never far away by signs 

I see along the roadside.   

I hope you had a spirit-filled Lenten season and will have a joyous Easter 

weekend.  My Lenten journey began on Valentine’s Day, as did yours.  My 

personal journey was enhanced by attending Embracing Your Call to 

Holiness at St. Mary’s in Altoona on March 3.  What a special day the Eau 

Claire Deanery offers us every year!  It’s a lot of work for the ladies who 

plan, set up, and cook; you are much appreciated.  Spending time in 

Adoration and the chance for Confession that day were very meaningful as 

was seeing ladies from previous years.  The LDCCW is pleased to co-sponsor 

this event. 

                                         

News and Views 
The La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (LDCCW) 

Serves the deaneries of: 
Arcadia, Chippewa Falls, Durand, Eau Claire, La Crosse, Marshfield, Prairie du Chien, Richland Center, 

Stevens Point, Thorp, Tomah, Wausau and Wisconsin Rapids 

 



 
President Kathy’s Message (continued) 
 
Being involved in the Province of Milwaukee meetings, and getting to know the other Diocesan presidents – Barbara, 

Bea, Ann, Sue and Ellen – was rewarding.  This year only Ann from Green Bay will remain on the Board with a new set of 

Diocesan (or Vicariate) presidents to work with as 4 of the 5 Dioceses will install new presidents in the next few months.  

We hope to stay in touch.  For those of you serving after me, I hope you will enjoy being on the Province Board, getting 

to know the ladies and Spiritual Advisors, and hearing what everyone else is doing in their areas as much as I did.  Caring 

and sharing are only some of the things Christ wants from us.    

 

 

Pictured is our last group Province Board photo taken March 12 in Plover, 

Wisconsin.  

 

 

 

May God bless our Bishop for allowing ladies to take up a 2nd collection on Divine Mercy Sunday (formerly Low Sunday).  

These funds allow us to support many causes in the Diocese, offer our Workshops, Share Shops, pay speakers, co-

sponsor Call to Holiness, provide training, and much more.  Let’s hope for participation from all our parishes this year.  

Speaking of training, please try to attend the NCCW’s Leadership Training Development event in La Crosse on August 4.  

You will find more information elsewhere in this newsletter and on the LDCCW website.  It will be a great day! 

I hope to see you at St. Ann’s in Wausau on Friday April 20 if you are on the Executive Board, and Saturday April 21 for 

many of you! 

Yours in Christ, 
Kathy Herfel, President 
 

Be the Bearer of Hope, Joy and Mercy 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 
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Message from our Spiritual Advisor     
Father Eugene Wolf  
 
On Ash Wednesday, also Valentine’s Day, a cartoon appeared in the paper which caught my 
eye.  A woman opened up a box of candy that was empty with a note;   "You can't have 
Valentine’s Day without Lent" (the four letters in the middle of Valentine.)  We can lose the 
basics when something else distracts us and a simple cartoon can snap us into reality as to 
what is more important.  A picture can be worth a thousand words.  
 
Each Lent something turns up to make it special for me.  In 2013, it was the homily on Good Friday in the cathedral given 
by Bishop Callahan.  I'm hoping for all of us that this Lent will be a true spiritual journey on the way to eternal 
happiness.   We need to go into our hearts in reflection and come out of our hearts to share the love God has given 
us.    Husbands and wives can be the greatest support system in choosing the small paths of life on the greater journey. 
 

 

 May the glowing light of Easter encourage all of us during these forty 

days of Lent. 
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I Stand for Life 
      Candace V. McGrath, Spirituality Chair 

 

The group of us, from Richland Center, Wisconsin, who believed in saving the lives of the 

unborn, stood in a crowd of 900,000 people, mostly youth, at the 45th annual March for Life, in 

Washington D.C., on Friday, January 19, 2018.  It was most impressive. 

From where we were watching the rally before the March started, we could see the top of the 

stage, the Capital Building and the jumbotron, which was like a movie theatre screen where we 

could watch the speakers.  We had a beautiful view.   

All around us were young people, full of life, wearing their Pro-Life hats, t-shirts and buttons.  I 

was wearing a Pro-Life Sweatshirt too. 

There was a roar from the crowd when Vice President Mike Pence appeared on the jumbotron, from the Rose Garden.  

This was nothing compared the enthusiastic burst of applause and shouts when he introduced President Donald J. 

Trump.  It was the first time ever a President of the United States of America addressed the March for Life. 

President Trump said he was the Pro-Life President.  He talked about a few of the bills he had signed into law.  Since 

babies can feel pain at 20 weeks, abortions after this time are illegal.  If a baby survives an abortion it is now a criminal 

act to kill the baby by strangulation or any other ways which cause death.  Healthcare providers who do not want to 

participate in abortions can no longer be forced to by threatening their jobs.  The President said when the bill to defund 

Planned Parenthood crossed his desk, he would sign it. 

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan was on the stage with a couple dozen other Congressmen and women who supported 

our mission for life.  One Congresswoman said she had gotten pregnant and the doctors told her the baby had a birth 

defect and wouldn’t live.  They told her to get an abortion immediately.  She said no and fought for her baby’s life.  

Through a miracle and the work of many doctors, she now has a happy and healthy baby girl. 

A woman told her story about how the doctors told her to get an abortion or she and her baby would die.  She chose life 

and prayed.  Her son Tim Tebow grew up big and strong and was a quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles. 

We marched from there to the Supreme Court surrounded by people as far as we could see.  We made a difference in 

our world and I am happy to say I Stand for Life!  
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Who Hears Your Voice 
Judy Conner, Leadership Chair  
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Will you Come and Follow Me 
Lorraine Riedl, President-Elect 
 

Will you Come and Follow Me  if I but call your name?  Will you 

go where you don’t know and never be the same?  Will you let my love be shown, will you 
let my name be known, will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?   Will you leave 
yourself behind if I but call your name?  Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the 
same?  Will you risk the hostile stare; should your life attract or scare? 
Wait.  What did that song just ask me?  Does my life attract or scare?  Am I “scary”?  This 
reminds me of a conversation I had recently with a parishioner who does not attend Mass.   
She said Mass was scary for her.  She doesn’t have enough money for the collection, and 
the last time she was at Mass, the ends of the pews were all filled, and she was scared to 
ask to sit down.   She felt like people were looking at her with a cruel face – she felt 
judged.  It is our actions that can attract people to Christ, or not. 

Whether we realize it or not, women of the Church ARE leaders.  Our lives are our witness.  Leadership is not defined by 
our titles or position, nor is it bestowed upon us by others.  We are leaders by our actions and example. 

We have a wonderful opportunity coming our way on Saturday, August 4, 2018.  We invite women of all ages to join us 
at Mary, Mother of the Church Parish in La Crosse to come together for learning, prayer, enhancement, development 
and formation as women leaders. Trainers from the National Council of Catholic Women are joining us. 

 

The day is unique in that it will be designed to suit your needs!  Upon registration, you will be asked to fill out a brief 

survey regarding your interest so that we can tailor the presentations specifically to you.  The day will begin at 9:00 am 

and will include interactive activities and discussions and will conclude at 3:00 pm with Mass to follow at 4:00 pm.  Mary, 

Mother of the Church Parish recently constructed the parish gathering hall and is handicap accessible.  (Mary, Mother of 

the Church Parish is located at 2006 Weston St.; La Crosse, WI 54601).  The cost of the day is $30.00 which includes all 

program materials, lunch, and refreshments.  Registration information and program flyer are available on our website: 

ldccw.org.  What others have said about other NCCW Leadership Training Development days across the nation: “We 

shared in conversation, laughed, learned, collaborated, prayed, made new friends, grew deeper in friendship with others, shared a meal and 

finished the day by breaking bread together sharing Eucharist.    Everyone left inspired ready to make a difference.” 

Lorraine Riedl, President – Elect 
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Leaders don’t force people to 

follow; they invite them on a 

JOURNEY. 



 

 
LENT –THE MOST SPECIAL LOVE AT THE FOOT OF A CROSS 

 
Lu Miller, Past President 
From the Office of Public Relations/Communications 

 
I was recently thinking back to something my mother told me, mother to a new mother;  a 
piece of advice I used many times in the raising of my son and daughter that no matter how 
difficult, difficult can get, always be there for them.  Whenever he/she looked to their side 
or behind them, they would see their mother, a presence who they would come to know as 
a nurturer and protector in the good times but also the bad times and, ultimately, it would 
leave them with the belief that things would be alright.      
 
With the beginning of Lent and the beginning of the journey Jesus went through and that 
each season of Lent, we (sharing in that journey) go through, one wonders how many times 
did Jesus look and see his mother; either on his side or behind him.   During his most 

agonizing moments that led to Calvary, she was not far away; always having him in sight and we know that in his most 
darkest hour, he looked down and saw his mother at the foot of the cross.  That was the place only she could be at, as a 
mother, as Jesus’ mother.  What and how she must have been feeling.  Did she, like any mother, over those hours play in 
her mind those many good times only they had shared, those moments when he was that little boy and so adventurous 
and so brave in his travels; the many lessons in their world she tried to teach him.  In looking up and seeing him how she 
must have yearned to put her arms around him to keep him safe and close to her so he would feel everything would be 
alright. What did she feel when she saw him take his last breath?  Did Mary feel as if she, too, was taking her last 
breath?  Without any words exchanged between them, it was the simple action of her presence that would say 
everything to him – it was a mother’s love of the highest magnitude like no other.  When one looks at the cross, they see 
Jesus but when one looks at the bottom of the cross, one cannot help but visualize a mother standing there in silence, 
feeling not only a son’s pain but, more, a mother’s love.  There is nothing more powerful than the love of a mother and 
when put to a test like no other would become more powerful than ever.   Mary showed each of us that power of love 
by enduring and going through her own beloved son’s physical suffering.       
 
So, this Lenten season let us make an effort to spend time with those who are facing difficulties; those going through 
physical distress and those who, in the most troubled of times will look in any direction and see someone there for 
them.    
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THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Service is a smile.  It is an acknowledging wave, a reaching handshake, a 

friendly wink, and a warm hug.  It is these simple acts that matter most, because the 

greatest service to a human soul has always been the kindness of recognition. 

 

We wish to express a huge thank-you and recognize those ladies who have submitted their name for an office on the 
executive board of the La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.  A special thank-you and recognition to each of 
you for your willingness to commit and to serve whether at your parishes, your deaneries and, of course, your diocese.   
The opportunity to serve in an officership will always be there when any of you are ready to pursue a different 
leadership direction.  All councils would love to have you.  
 
Also, a special thank-you to Bishop Callahan and Father Wolf for their commitment in completing the nomination 
process for each of these ladies.    
 
And another special thank-you to the Nominations Committee for their time and commitment these past two years: 
Lu Ann (Lu) Miller, Chair 
Judy Conner  
Therese Boisvert 
 

 

Reach Out to People 
Delrose Patzner-Hansen, Service Commission 
 

  Lent has been a time to look deeply at who we 

are and what our life is about, not just what we think it is. Lent is our preparation for the 

wondrous season of Easter; how have we opened ourselves to God’s Word and followed as 

Jesus did? In the garden before Jesus suffered and died for all of our sins he suffered greatly 

and asked the Father to” let this cup pass, but not my will, but your will be done.” As we 

journeyed through lent may this thought have been with you also.  

  There are so many ways we can do the will of God as Jesus did for us. There are so many 

women and children in need of love. Each of us can give in many different ways through our Faith Communities and 

individually, whether with food, material goods, prayer or supportive listening/presence. It can be difficult sometimes to 

step out of our comfort zones and reach out to others, but it is what our mission is as children of God, it is the example 

Jesus showed us over and over again ending in his dying on the cross for the sins of each of us. 

  As the Lenten season closes and the Wondrous Season of Easter begins may each of us be reaching out to people in 

need and continue this path throughout the remainder of the year. 

 

     

  

8 



Julianna Brindle 
Historian 

My name is Julianna Brindle and I am the Historian for the La Crosse Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women. I live on a small hobby farm a couple of miles outside the town of Elk Mound 

with my husband Mike, we have three children and 12 grandchildren.  It is with great pleasure 

that I follow the President of the LDCCW around and record the events that she plans for the 

wonderful women of the Diocese.  The President and I attend events at the Parish, the 

Deanery levels all the way up to the National Council of Catholic Women Convention. At the 

end of the President’s term she is presented with a book that has all of her memorable events 

in it.  I work with the President to include all events that she would like to include in her book. 

This book reflects her personal journey; as well as the special people that she meets along the way; those people and 

the events that we attend along the way have made an impact on her and her faith and I record these memories for her. 

There are a total of three copies that are made; the President gets one and the other two books stay with the La Crosse 

Diocese for historical retention. 

 

 Jean Kelly – NCCW President - elect 

Registration is now open and on the NCCW website nccw.org.  We hope you plan to come in on 

Tuesday and take in the Church Tour.  On Wednesday all are invited to the Welcome Liturgy and 

Welcome Luncheon with Holly Joy McIlwain as our guest speaker. In the evening hop on board 

the Gateway Clipper for an optional river boat cruise.  We are looking forward to having Bishop 

Caggiano on Thursday as our speaker and the Province Dinners in the evening. Gina Loehr will 

be our breakfast speaker on Friday and Friday night the Tamburitzans will entertain us as our 

fundraiser. Bob Rice is our speaker on Saturday.  In between all of this are the many sessions 

where you will learn new information, new programs and be able to take this all back to your 

dioceses and share with your membership.   

 The Convention Contest this year is for every new member you bring to NCCW, your name and their name will be 

entered in a drawing for free convention registration, lodging and a ticket to the banquet!  This contest runs from March 

1 to June 1, 2018. 

Be sure to contact the NCCW office to report the current president of your parish or deanery.  Don’t miss out on all the 

important and informative mailings!  If you are not receiving a copy of the Catholic Woman magazine and you are the 

president – call now!!  703-224-0990 and anyone can help update the information!  Don’t delay!! 

Have a happy Lent, 
Jean Kelly – NCCW President - elect 
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MESSAGE FROM CAROL BRENNAN, PROVINCE DIRECTOR  
 

“NCCW: Reflecting God’s Joy: Faithful Missionary Disciples” 

I am from the Madison Diocese but I have many fond memories of La Crosse and its dioceses as we 

have lived in Wausau and Marshfield.  Our three children were confirmed at St.Mark’s, Rothschild and 

they all graduated from DC Everest.  Two of them graduated from UW La Crosse so we visited La 

Crosse often.  Many of you I have come to know from previous conventions so it’s wonderful getting 

together again. 

I had the privilege of attending my first NCCW Board meeting in Washington D.C. January 18-21 which 

coincided with the March for Life.  A group of us attended the pro-Life Opening Mass at the Basilica of 

the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on Thursday and both upper and lower churches were packed.  Friday NCCW joined about 

500,000 people in the peaceful March for Life.  It was impressive and hopeful seeing the large number of young people participating.   

Saturday and Sunday we had Board meetings all day.  It was good getting together again with Catholic women from across the 

nation – networking, working on projects, and developing new friendships. 

A brief report from our meetings include President, Maribeth Stewart, hiring a new, more responsive IT service, a new company for 

website & communications, and saving us $32,250 by hiring a new accounting firm.  She established an Education Commission which 

will help us explore Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium, a program to reach High School and College ladies, as well as a Holy Land 

project to reach out to the youth. 

Human Trafficking is a huge problem and is prevalent in every state in the nation. You may think we are safe here in conservative, 

Midwest Wisconsin and yet it is occurring in every county. We are working on a project with the US Sisters Against Human 

Trafficking, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas and the Auxiliary of the Knights of Saint Peter Clavar.  It’s wonderful seeing these 

Catholic women’s organizations coming together to work on a project. 

President-Elect Jean Kelly, Convention Chair informed us the NCCW Convention will be in Pittsburgh August 29 – September 2.  The 

Theme is:  NCCW Reflecting God’s Joy:  Missionary Disciples – Mission Possible!  Early registration 

remains $300.  Plan now to attend – La Crosse diocese always has a great turnout.  This is a great way to recharge your faith, your 

interest in CCW, as well as learn about the latest issues and programs and connect with hundreds of ladies. I hope to see many of 

you there. 

New Contest for Convention:  Recruit a NEW member to NCCW and your name and the new member’s name will each be entered 

into a drawing for free registration, hotel (8/29-9/2) and banquet ticket for convention. 

You will be hearing a lot about Joy and Discipleship these next two years.  Use the “We are Called to Witness” manual for ideas on 

how to evangelize or be a disciple in your everyday life. 

Read your Catholic Woman magazine and NCCW Connect newsletter for the latest information and ideas to use for yourself and in 

your councils.  Share these resources with other ladies. 

We occasionally need to pause our busy lives and refocus.  We have been traveling through Lent trying to reflect, refresh and renew 

our faith.  Maybe some of these things you have been doing to deepen your faith or to help others will become a habit and a way of 

life long after Lent is over.  Let CCW help you become a better person.   

May God be with you on your life’s journey and please pray for me on my faith journey. 
Blessings to all of you and for all you do. 
 
CarolBrennan, Milwaukee Province Director 
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